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fication of soils, the inferiority in the south being made up for by its greater proximity to the railway. In three groups of ten villages taken respectively from the northern, central, and southern portions of the Taluka the average rates of this maximum have come to Es. 1 12a. 2p., Es. 1 3a. 6p., and 4a. lip.: this proves the correctness of the remark made above with regard to classification.
It is admitted that the maximum rate might have been raised to Es. 3, which has already been sanctioned for Chopda, on the north of the Taptee. The latter is more distant from the railway line than Amalner, and the reason given for this departure from correct principles of settlement is that the adoption of the higher rate would have resulted in an enhancement of more than 33 per cent., the maximum limit of increase laid down by Government for the revenue of a Taluka on revision. It is true that such a limit has been fixed, but it surely could not have been intended to abide by it under all circumstances, to the manifest injury of the State and the laying of unequal burdens on people living on the opposite banks of the same river.. It would have been more theoretically proper for Chopda to have had the rate of Es. 2 12a., and Amalner that of Es. 3. Or the difficulty might have been partially rectified by ordering the two Talukas to be gradually assimilated by an increase of two annas at two intervals, so as to bring them to an equality by the end of the thirty years' lease.
The land under irrigation from wells in existence at the original settlement has been brought down to within maximum dry-crop rates, and that under new wells has had no fresh assessment imposed. Owing to increased area, the revenue under this head is Es. 10,294 in place of Es. 6,127. In land watered from river channels improved at the cost of the State, a maximum rate of Es. 14 per acre has been fixed. The old average rate was Es. 8 la. 7p., and the new comes to Es. 10 7a. The total revenue from this source is Es. 7,640, as against Es. 5,207 under the first settlement.
The general result of the revision is to raise the revenue from Es. 2,50,804 to Es. 3,31,145, an increase of Es, 80,341, or 32-3 per cent. There are still 10,666 acres of inferior land unoccupied, assessed at Es. 5,917, an average of 8a. lOp, per acre. The en-